Opera was in its infancy when Monteverdi wrote L’Orfeo, only a few years
after the first example of a drama set wholly to music had been performed
in Florence. He brought to the work a revolutionary synthesis of text,
staging and musical architecture that virtually defined the future of opera.
John Eliot Gardiner first conducted L’Orfeo at the Proms in London in
1969. For decades he has been at the forefront of Monteverdi performance
and scholarship and in 2017, the 450th anniversary of Monteverdi’s birth,
he undertook the crowning achievement of his association with the
composer, an odyssey to perform all three surviving full-length operas. This
performance of L’Orfeo was given at the historic Teatro La Fenice in Venice
- which has seen triumphant premieres of works by Rossini, Donizetti,
Verdi and many others - in a critically acclaimed semi-staged production.
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A production of Monteverdi Choir & Orchestras and SUBTITLES: ENGLISH, FRENCH,
Ozango with the support of Centre National du GERMAN, ITALIAN, JAPANESE,
Cinéma et image animée (CNC) with the participation KOREAN

of France Télévisions, Unitel, M_MEDIA TV and
Fondazione Teatro La Fenice
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