Puccini began to co 1889. It was an act of supreme
bravado as only &s previ senet had premiered Manon,
based-en the same il el by the Abbé Prévost. The story is set in France
and Louisiana in the early 18th century and focuses on - in a way different
to Massenet - the fortunes and tragedy of the hero, the Chevalier des
Grieux, and his lover, Manon. Its ceaseless melodic beauty and drama were
recognised immediately and the first night was an overwhelming triumph,
with Puccini effectively anointed as Verdi’s successor and Italy’s greatest
operatic composer.

Ninety years after its 1893 premiere in Turin, the work was staged by the
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. The 1983 production was conducted
by Giuseppe Sinopoli, making his British operatic debut to such remarkable
effect that The Times referred to him as ‘Europe’s most spectacular new
opera star’. The cast included three of the greatest exponents of their roles:
Placido Domingo as the romantic hero whose performance ‘was a cause for
drop-jawed wonder’ (The Spectator), the radiant Kiri Te Kanawa as Manon
and Thomas Allen as her brother, Lescaut. Director Gotz Friedrich’s largely
traditional staging proved a major theatrical success.
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SUBTITLES: ENGLISH, FRENCH,
GERMAN, ITALIAN, SPANISH, JAPANESE

This NTSC DVD is designed for worldwide playback. In PAL regions, please ensure your DVD player and
TV are NTSC compatible. If in doubt, consult your dealer.

Recorded and mastered for DVD in stereo.

1x DVD-9 double-layer disc (the feature may experience a slight pause upon layer change).

All rights of the producer and the owner of the work rep reserved. Any i copying,
editing, exhibition, renting, exchanging, hiring, lending, public performance diffusion and/or broadcast
of this DVD or any part hereof is strictly prohibited, and any such action establishes liability for a civil
action and may give rise to criminal prosecution. This DVD is sold/hired on the condition that it is not
exported, resupplied or distributed without proper licence from Opus Arte. Made in Poland.
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