
Outstanding singers, conductors and directors come
together in five diverse but compelling operas by
Benjamin Britten. The turbulent, inward fishing
community of Peter Grimesis transposed to a merciless
1980s society in Richard Jones’ production, where
mutual distrust and dislike have appalling
consequences. An ‘outstanding’ Sarah Connolly
(Guardian) stars inThe Rape of Lucretia, navigating the
difficult tale with superb poise and supported by
acclaimed baritone Christopher Maltman in the role of
Prince Tarquinius. Billy Buddis grippingly staged aboard
the claustrophobic HMS Indomitable, with Jacques
Imbrailo portraying the troubled sailor and John Mark
Ainsley as the tormented Captain Vere in the 2010
Glyndebourne Festival Opera production by Michael
Grandage. More light-hearted is the Royal Opera House
staging of Gloriana, penned by Britten to celebrate the
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. Focusing on the first
Queen Elizabeth’s stormy relationship with the Earl of
Essex, the production features Susan Bullock as the
monarch and Toby Spence as the hot-headed and
ultimately treacherous Essex. Finally, Edward Gardner
conducts the English National Opera in Deborah
Warner’s highly acclaimed production ofDeath in
Venice. John Graham-Hall stars as the ageing Gustav
von Ashenbach, whose attraction for a beautiful young
Polish boy has fatal consequences. These productions
from some of the world’s best opera houses offer five
masterful performances that are an ideal way to
experience the music of Benjamin Britten. Filmed in
High Definition and recorded in true Surround Sound.
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These NTSC DVDs are designed for worldwide playback. In PAL regions, please ensure your DVD player and TV are NTSC
compatible. If in doubt, consult your dealer.

Recorded and mastered for DVD in stereo and surround sound.

7 x DVD-9 double-layer discs (the feature may experience a slight pause upon layer change).

All rights of the producer and the owner of the work reproduced reserved. Any unauthorised copying, editing, exhibition, renting,
exchanging, hiring, lending, public performance, diffusion and/or broadcast of this DVD set or any part hereof is strictly prohibited
and any such action establishes liability for a civil action and may give rise to criminal prosecution. This DVD set is sold/hired on
the condition that it is not to be exported, resupplied or distributed without proper licence from Opus Arte. DTS Digital Surround
TM is a trademark of DTS, Inc. Made in the UK.

MUSICALL REGIONS OPERA

16:9 ANAMORPHIC

RUNNING TIME APPROX: 154 MINUTES (OPERA),
14 MINUTES (BONUS) (PETER GRIMES); 120 MINUTES
(THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA); 200 MINUTES (BILLY BUDD);
163 MINUTES (OPERA), 13 MINUTES (BONUS) (GLORIANA);
153 MINUTES (DEATH IN VENICE)

SUNG IN ENGLISH (ALL RELEASES)
MENUS: ENGLISH (ALL RELEASES)
SUBTITLES: ENGLISH, FRANÇAIS, DEUTSCH (ALL TITLES),
ESPAÑOL (BILLY BUDD), KOREAN (PETER GRIMES, 
THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA, GLORIANA, DEATH IN VENICE),
JAPANESE (PETER GRIMES, THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA, GLORIANA)

7 DVD SET
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A BRITTEN COLLECTION
PETER GRIMES | THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA | BILLY BUDD
GLORIANA | DEATH IN VENICE
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EXTRA FEATURES

Cast gallery (all titles)
Introduction to the opera(Billy Budd, Gloriana)
Designs (Billy Budd)
Interviews with the cast and crew (Peter Grimes)
Comments from the director (The Rape of Lucretia)
Britten’s Aldeburgh (Gloriana)

PETER GRIMES
Peter GrimesJOHN GRAHAM-HALL
Ellen Orford SUSAN GRITTON
Captain BalstrodeCHRISTOPHER PURVES

ORCHESTRA E CORO DEL TEATRO ALLA SCALA
Conductor ROBIN TICCIATI
Director RICHARD JONES

THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA
LucretiaSARAH CONNOLLY
Prince Tarquinius CHRISTOPHER MALTMAN
Male ChorusJOHN MARK AINSLEY
Female Chorus ORLA BOYLAN

ORCHESTRA OF ENGLISH NATIONAL OPERA
Conductor PAUL DANIEL
Director DAVID McVICAR

BILLY BUDD
Captain VereJOHN MARK AINSLEY
Billy Budd JACQUES IMBRAILO
First Mate MICHAEL WALLACE
Second MateJOHN-OWEN MILEY-READ

THE GLYNDEBOURNE CHORUS
LONDON PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
Conductor SIR MARK ELDER
Director MICHAEL GRANDAGE

GLORIANA
Elizabeth ISUSAN BULLOCK
Earl of Essex TOBY SPENCE
Lord MountjoyMARK STONE

ROYAL OPERA CHORUS
ORCHESTRA OF THE ROYAL OPERA HOUSE
Conductor PAUL DANIEL
Director RICHARD JONES

DEATH IN VENICE
Gustav von AschenbachJOHN GRAHAM-HALL
Traveller/Elderly Fop/Old Gondolier/
Hotel Manager/Hotel Barber/Leader of the Players/
Voice of Dionysus ANDREW SHORE
TadzioSAM ZALDIVAR

ORCHESTRA AND CHORUS OF ENGLISH
NATIONAL OPERA
Conductor EDWARD GARDNER*
Director DEBORAH WARNER

Edward Gardner is an exclusive artist of Chandos Records
and appears with their kind permission.
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